
US National Arboretum: Collection Insights for Teachers

Administration Building/Visitor Center

•	 Open daily from 8 am to 4:30 pm
•	 Accessible and family restrooms
•	 Water and vending machines
•	 Maps and information on events and exhibits at the Arboretum
•	 Aquatic plants in a water garden
•	 Garden beds with accessible, paved pathways

Asian Collection

•	 This collection showcases Asian plants and their ornamental uses in gardens.
•	 A great day hike for older students with access to the Anacostia River, providing an opportunity to discuss 

water quality issues that affect our rivers and streams.

Azalea Collection

•	 Benches, shade, and a pond provide a place to talk about your visit.
•	 Use spring flowers to teach young students color.
Caution: Don’t stand on the stones around the pond!

National Bonsai & Penjing Museum

•	 Accessible to wheelchairs and strollers
•	 Learn how trees that grow quite large in nature are “trained” to stay small as they age.
•	 Learn about Chinese and Japanese culture.
•	 See a bonsai that’s over 400 years old and survived the bombing of Hiroshima.
Caution: Don’t touch the trees. They are fragile; think of them like works of art.

National Boxwood Collection

•	 The United States’ largest collection of boxwood trees.
•	 Fun fact: the plural of boxwood... is boxwood!

National Capitol Columns

•	 Accessible to wheelchairs and strollers.
•	 These Corinthian columns once graced the US Capitol in downtown Washington, DC.
•	 Read about the columns’ history and how they came to the Arboretum.
•	 You can see a capital (the ornate top of a column) on display directly across the meadow from the Capitol 

Columns.



Dogwood Collection

•	 This collection’s close proximity to the Gotelli Conifer Collection allows students to compare and contrast 
angiosperms (flowering trees) and gymnosperms (cone-bearing trees) as well as evergreen and deciduous 
trees.

•	 A springtime visit is ideal for investigating tree reproduction. Examine the dogwood trees’ flowers 
surrounded by colorful bracts and compare them to the cones in the conifer collection.

•	 In winter, consider how these two types of trees adapt to seasonal change.
Caution: Look, but please don’t pick flowers or collect cones! All the plants at the Arboretum are protected 
federal property.

Fern Valley

•	 This native plant collection is among the Arboretum’s oldest. It represents habitats found in our region of the 
United States, the Mid-Atlantic.

•	 Seasonal springtime signage highlights pollinators and the plants that support them.
•	 Many birds and small animals live and visit here. Pause at one of Fern Valley’s many benches and seating 

areas to observe them. Wait quietly by one of the ponds, and you may be greeted by a bull frog!
•	 Fern Valley’s paths are packed dirt and gravel, with some short sets of stairs. Not all areas of the collection 

may be accessible to all visitors.
Caution: Some pathways are closed for repairs. Stay safe and respect closure signs.

Friendship Garden

•	 Wheelchair and stroller accessible garden spaces.
•	 A small but horticulturally diverse garden featuring colorful perennials, ornamental grasses, and ferns.
•	 See gardens that promote water conservation and preserve water quality.
•	 This is a great place to see pollinators, especially in the fall.
•	 Accessible bathrooms, water, and vending machines are available inside Arbor House from 8 am to 5 pm.

Gotelli Conifer Collection

•	 Explore the geometry and planning of classical landscape design
•	 Learn about conifers’ unique reproductive strategy, which relies on the wind rather than pollinators.
•	 Conifers produce two types of cones: pollen-bearing (often called “male”) and seed-bearing (often called 

“female”). In many species, the pollen-bearing cones grow on lower branches and seed-bearing cones on 
higher ones. This arrangement limits the likelihood that a tree will fertilize its own seeds, contributing to its 
species’s genetic diversity and health.

•	 Crape-myrtles planted throughout the collection add pops of color in the summer months.



National Herb Garden

•	 Wheelchair and stroller accessible
•	 Plants used for medicine, industry, perfumes, and flavoring throughout history offer an opportunity to learn 

about the relationship between humans and plants.
Caution: Don’t pick or eat the plants. Some are poisonous, and all are protected.

Holly & Magnolia Collections

•	 Arboretum scientists developed many of the varieties of trees on display, some of which were planted in the 
1930s.

•	 Not all evergreens are conifers! Hollies and some magnolia species do not lose their leaves in the autumn, 
making this a lovely place to visit in the wintertime.

•	 A great opportunity for art students, with striking color all year long.

Perennial Collection

•	 Daffodils, peonies, and award-winning daylilies
•	 An opportunity to discuss the economic impact of bulbs: the Tulip Mania of 1636–37, plant breeding and the 

US agricultural economy.

Washington Youth Garden

•	 A one-acre education garden managed by the Friends of the National Arboretum (FONA). The food grown 
here is donated to fight hunger in the District of Columbia.

•	 FONA’s Science Programs Reaching OUT (SPROUT) field trips meet here to explore plants, water 
conservation, pollinators, nutrition, and gardening.

•	 SPROUT field trip groups have priority access to the Youth Garden. If you’re bringing a large group 
to the garden, please let FONA know ahead of time so that they can plan to accommodate everyone. 
Email them at education@fona.org or call 202-544-8733.

•	 The garden is open whenever the Arboretum is. Don’t be deterred by the fence– it’s there to keep out deer, 
not visitors! Please be sure to close the gate behind you when entering and exiting.

•	 Nearby picnic tables offer a place for gathering on a first-come-first-served basis.
•	 Please follow the Washington Youth Garden’s three agreements during your visit:

1.	 Stay on the path.
2.	 Pick with permission.
3.	 Respect all living things.
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