
Azalea Cultivar Walk Receives Facelift

Six interpretive signs along the Azalea Collections’ Henry Mitchell Azalea Cultivar Walk have 
a new look. In place of the 9” x 12” black and white metal photo signs on wooden posts are 
14” x 20” full color signs in metal frames. Fiberglass embedment technology developed since 
the 1999 installation of the original signs offered the option of making relatively inexpensive 
color replacements for the damaged and weather-worn old metal signs. The new signs 
include images of representative flowers, giving visitors an idea of the beauty of the azaleas 
even when they are not in bloom.

The signs identify six different azalea cultivar groups—Glenn Dale, Kiusianum, Kurume, North 
Tisbury, Robin Hill, and Satsuki. The text explains why each cultivar group is unique and 
provides helpful information about hardiness zones, flower size, bloom time, and plant habit 
and height.

The walk was dedicated in 1999 to Henry Mitchell, a beloved Washington area garden writer 
and regular arboretum visitor, who died in 1993. Funds were donated in his memory to the 
Friends of the National Arboretum. It was agreed that plant labels and 
signage would best honor his advocacy for better plant identification 
and plant information. Azalea curator Barbara Bullock had been 
building the collection of azalea cultivar groups along the lower 
path on the east side of the collection, thus it was chosen as 
the site for the interpretive walk. The path connects the Lee 
Garden on the north end and the Morrison Garden on the 
south.




