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National Arboretum exhibit to highlight the science, 
environmental benefits, and social impact of turfgrass   
 
Groundbreaking for a new exhibit at the US National Arboretum will be this Friday, November 
15. The U.S. National Arboretum, operated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural 
Research Service, and the National Turfgrass Federation have collaborated in the development of 
a new public exhibit to highlight modern uses of turfgrass. The exhibit, dubbed Grass Roots, is 
the centerpiece of a 4-year Initiative that focuses on the environmental, economic, aesthetic, and 
recreational benefits of turfgrass in landscapes, golf courses, and athletic fields. 
 
The Grass Roots Initiative is “committed to helping citizens, including national decision-makers, 
understand new and emerging science underlying our nation’s beautiful lawns, athletic fields and 
gardens,” according to National Arboretum Director Dr. Colien Hefferan. 
 
The project will feature a website accompanying the exhibit, professional and scientific 
symposia, and homeowner-focused workshops and demonstrations – directed to audiences 
ranging from children to policymakers – to showcase the value of turf to the environment and the 
importance of research to continue to leverage that value. The groundbreaking and Grass Roots 
website launch will be at 10 a.m., Friday, Nov. 15 at the National Arboretum as turfgrass 
scientist and professor Frank Rossi, Ph.D. from Cornell University delivers the keynote address. 
The public is welcome and encouraged to attend.  
 
According to Dr. Hefferan, the interactive outdoor exhibit will highlight the results of turfgrass 
research and communicate that managed turf landscapes are essential in conserving soils, 
retaining and filtering water, offering a venue for socialization and recreation and enhancing the 
aesthetics of a property. The exhibit will be thematically linked over the nearly 450 acres of the 
National Arboretum by displays and gardens. For more information on the project, visit 
http://www.usna.usda.gov 
 
Social media: 
 
Facebook- www.facebook.com/NTFGrassRootsInitiative  
Twitter @Grass_Roots_NTF 
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