
Potomac Bonsai Festival  

May 3, 4, & 5, 2013 
 

Free Activities 
 

Demonstrations 
May 3 – 5, Times vary 
 

Get an up-close look as local and visiting bonsai artists work on a variety of plant material at these informal, 
walk-in demonstrations. Demos will begin Friday afternoon at 12:00 pm and continue through 2:00 pm Sunday. 
Click here for a complete schedule.  
 
  
Bonsai Vendor Tent 
May 3 – 5, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

Take advantage of one of the largest assemblies of bonsai vendors in the mid-Atlantic. The expansive tent is 
filled with high quality bonsai-related items including plants, pots, books, tools, and more. Located across from 
the National Bonsai & Penjing Museum.  
 
 
Children’s Activities 
May 3 – 5, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

Special activities encourage children and families to explore the museum and learn about bonsai, trees, and 
nature. Be sure to pick up the booklet, Explore the World of Bonsai, before going through the museum. Located 
under the canopy near the Vendor Tent. 
 
 
“Getting Started” with Bonsai   
May 3 – 5, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

Get started with bonsai here! Members of the Potomac Bonsai Association provide each visitor with individual 
attention on all aspects of bonsai, from purchasing materials to plant care and styling. This is an informal, walk-
in program. Located in the Bonsai Vendor Tent. 
 
 
Viewing Stone Display 
May 3 – 5, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

For centuries, people in Asia have contemplated natural stones for creative inspiration and meditation. These 
viewing stones, prized as natural artwork, are displayed on carved wood stands or in shallow basins filled with 
water or sand. The Potomac Viewing Stone Group will feature stones and information in this display in the 
Visitor Center Auditorium. 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.usna.usda.gov/Education/free2013.pdf�


Museum Tour with “Bonsai Bob” 
Saturday, May 4, 11:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Sunday, May 5, 1:00 – 2:30 pm 
 
Is your job stressful? How would you like to have the responsibility of caring for priceless works of living 
art that have been kept alive for decades, or even centuries, with many watchful followers observing your 
work? That was the scenario for Robert “Bonsai Bob” Drechsler, the first curator of the National Bonsai & 
Penjing Museum. He accepted the initial shipment of the Japanese bonsai collection when it arrived in the 
U.S. in 1975 on a chartered jet and later received the Chinese and North American collections. For 23 
years, Dreschler provided the steady hand and meticulous care for the collections that formed the finest 
museum of its kind in the world.  Through the years he collected great stories about the trees and people, 
including celebrities and dignitaries who visited. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to hear this fascinating 
history first-hand. Free. No registration required; however tours are limited to the first 20 guests.  Meet 
under the trellis at the International Pavilion of the Museum. 
 
 
Exhibit: Potomac Bonsai Association Members’ Trees  
May 3 – 5, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

See the very best in regional bonsai. The Potomac Bonsai Association (PBA) is an association of 11 bonsai 
chapters located in the mid-Atlantic region from Virginia to Pennsylvania. The finest trees from each chapter 
have been selected for display. Located in the Chinese Pavilion of the National Bonsai & Penjing Museum. 
 
 
Exhibit: Best of the Potomac Bonsai Festival  
May 3 – 5, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

These trees were chosen as the best of the Potomac Bonsai Association’s Members Trees Exhibit. Located in the 
Special Exhibits Wing of the National Bonsai & Penjing Museum.  
 
 

National Bonsai & Penjing Museum Permanent Collections 
May 3-5, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

The miniature masterpieces that we call bonsai and penjing are the pinnacle of gardening skill, and the National 
Bonsai & Penjing Museum has one of the largest collections in North America. The Japanese art of bonsai, and 
its precursor, the Chinese art of penjing, as well as a North American collection, are assembled in three 
pavilions. The surrounding theme gardens enhance the museum experience. Click here for more information 
about the Museum. 
 

http://www.usna.usda.gov/Gardens/collections/bonsai.html�

