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Grass Roots

Exhibit Takes Hold
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at the National
Arboretum

Interactive outdoor exhibit

starts four-year run.

isitors to the U.S. National
Arboretum in Washing-
ton, D.C,, this year will
have an opportunity to
learn about the many benefits of turf-
grass. A new exhibit, called “Grass
Roots™ will focus on the environmen-
tal, economic, aesthetic, and recre-
ational benefits of turfgrass in land-
scapes, golf courses, and athletic fields.

The project is a cooperative effort
between the U.S. National Arboretum,
the United States Department of Agri-
culture’s Agricultural Research Service,
and the National Turfgrass Federation,
In addition to 14 educational stations,
the exhibit will feature professional and
scientific symposia and homeowner-
focused workshops and demonstrations.

“This is an effort to educate the pub-
lic on the value of turfgrass,” related
PLANET Director of Government
Affairs, Tom Delaney, who attend-
ed the groundbreaking ceremony on
Nov. 15, 2013. “The PLANET board
understands that Grass Roots is very
important to the lawn care industry
and stepped up to make a sizeable
donation to the project.

“This National Arboretum project is
also the first of its kind in the coun-
try,” explained Delaney. “It may even
encourage other arboretums to offer
similar educational venues in support
of the industry.”

CENTER STAGE

The “Grass Roots” exhibit, which is
scheduled for a four-year run, occu-
pies more than an acre at the entrance
to the National Arboretum. The
high-traffic area receives more than
500,000 visitors annually, and four
different entrance paths will allow
them to pick and choose topics of
special interest.

“The initiative is committed to
helping citizens, including national
decision-makers, understand new
and emerging science underlying
our nation’s beautiful lawns, athletic
fields, and gardens,” said National
Arboretum Director, Dr. Colien Hef-
feran. She noted that the interactive
outdoor exhibit will highlight the
results of turfgrass research and com-
municate that managed turf land-
scapes are essential in conserving
soils, retaining and filtering water,
offering a venue for socialization and
recreation, and enhancing the aes-
thetics of a property.

FOURTEEN STATIONS

The centerpiece of the exhibit is the
welcome station that provides an over-
view of the exhibit, acts as a sheltered
gathering space, and demonstrates
runoff on a green roof versus a con-
ventional roof. Among other stations
of special interest to homeowners are:
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Irrigation: How, When

Lawn Care
Equipment

and Why

Fertilization: How,
When, and Why

History of Grass: Science
and Culture

EXHIBIT OVERVIEW AREA
& Green Roaf vs Conven-
tional: The Raole of Grasses

Golf Turf and
Water Management
Research
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EXHIBIT DESIGN shows location of

educational stations.
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Rain Garden: The Raole of
Grasses

Grass Structure &
Mowing

Lawn Pests and
Diseases

Cool Season Grasses
Warm Season Grasses

Danthonia Research:
USNA & ARS

Sports Fields and
Lawn Games

Throughout:
Seating
Signage
Plantings

Agricultural Grasses:
How, When, and Why of
Human Selection and

Breeding of Grasses for Food
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Liquid Assets. Explains the basics
of irrigation, its importance, and
water use efficiency.

Feed Me. Explains the history of
fertilizer and why nutrients are
important for lawns.

Bottoms Up. Shows how grasses
grow and why they are used in lawns.
Happy with Heat or Content with
Cold. Demonstrates the differenc-
es between cool- and warm-season
turfgrass species.

MORE TO COME

In addition to the exhibit stations,
symposia, workshops, and demon-
strations, the Grass Roots initiative
will feature a dedicated website, the
development of a National Green-
scape Corridor, and a tabletop book.

The website will provide more
detailed information to complement
the outdoor exhibits. Still in the
early development stage, a National
Greenscape Corridor will be a coop-
erative effort between the National
Arboretum staff and the turf manag-
ers of the National Mall and Arling-
ton National Cemetery. As envi-
sioned, the effort would include
shared educational programs and
facilities, along with visitor signage
at each site highlighting turf uses,
needs, and benefits.

A tabletop book is the final phase
of the four-year initiative, It will fea-
ture stories from many well-known
persons about their early childhood
experience with lawn mowing or
grounds keeping and how this shaped
their future.

As part of its developer role, the
National Arboretum is acting as
general contractor for the construc-
tion of the more specialized sta-
tions, including those highlighting
golf courses, sports turf, and green
roofs. While the exhibit itself will be
completed later this spring, another
phase of the larger project will be to
thematically link the exhibit to other
displays and gardens at the National
Arboretum, @

PLANET ADVANTAGE Spring 2014 | 11



