
The Green Section 

In 1920, the U.S. Golf Association (USGA) created an office which was to become known 
as the  “Green Section,” which worked in close cooperation with the USDA on “the 
scientific and technical aspects of turfgrass maintenance.”1

Piper died in 1926, after which Oakley succeeded him as chairman of the Green Section.  
In 1927, Dr. John Monteith came to the Green Section under Oakley as Director.  At this 
time, many more experimental turfgrass gardens were established around the United 
States.

  Charles V. Piper was the 
Green Section’s first chairman, and Russell A. Oakley was co-chairman.  Both men 
continued to hold their posts with the USDA while serving in this capacity for the USGA. 
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To see an image of an experimental turfgrass “pie green”: 

   

http://gsr.lib.msu.edu/1960s/1968/680903.pdf 

 

Upon Oakley’s death in 1931, Dr. John Monteith, a USDA plant pathologist, became the 
Green Section’s Director (a position he filled until 1942).3

The Great Depression of the 1930s required many golf clubs to close or be “retrenched to 
a minimum,” and “by 1933 scientific work had reached a standstill except for extension 
work.”
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In 1941, the USDA’s Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils and Agricultural Engineering released 
Arlington Farms to the War Department and transferred the research to Beltsville MD.

  This situation lasted until about 1937-38. 
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